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C h e c k  o u t  w h a t ' s  i n s i d e
t h i s  i s s u e :

A  L I B R A R Y  G O O D B Y E !  

A S  S O M E  O F  Y O U  M A Y  A L R E A D Y  K N O W ,  I  W I L L  B E
L E A V I N G  S P A L D I N G  M E M O R I A L  L I B R A R Y  F O R  A
G R E A T  O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  G R O W  B O T H  M Y  C A R E E R
A N D  A N O T H E R  L O C A L  L I B R A R Y .  L U C K I L Y ,  I  W I L L
N O T  B E  G O I N G  F A R !  I  A M  H E A D E D  B A C K  O V E R
T H E  B O R D E R  T O  T H E  W A V E R L Y  F R E E  L I B R A R Y !  

I  H A V E  E N J O Y E D  G E T T I N G  T O  K N O W  A L L  O F  T H E
W O N D E R F U L  P E O P L E  T H A T  F R E Q U E N T  T H E
A T H E N S  L I B R A R Y .  I T  H A S  B E E N  M Y  H O N O U R  T O
H E L P  Y O U  F I N D  Y O U R  N E X T  F A V O U R I T E  R E A D  O R
P O I N T  Y O U  I N  T H E  R I G H T  D I R E C T I O N  T O  T H E
I N F O R M A T I O N  Y O U  A R E  L O O K I N G  F O R .  I  L O V E D
G E T T I N G  T O  C H A T  W I T H  Y O U  A L L  A N D  S H A R I N G  I N
Y O U R  J O Y S  A N D  S O R R O W S  A N D  G E T T I N G  T O
E X P E R I E N C E  A L L  O F  T H E  B I G  M O M E N T S  I N  O U R
L I V E S  T O G E T H E R .

S P A L D I N G  W A S  M Y  F I R S T  L I B R A R Y  J O B  S T R A I G H T
O U T  O F  G R A D U A T E  S C H O O L  A N D  I  H A V E  G A I N E D
S O  M A N Y  I N V A L U A B L E  L E A R N I N G  E X P E R I E N C E S
W H I L E  F U L F U L L I N G  T H E  J O B  A S  A S S I S T A N T
D I R E C T O R  H E R E .  
P R O G R A M M I N G  I S  S O  M U C H  F U N  F O R  M E  A N D
B R I N G I N G  Y O U  N E W  A N D  E X C I T I N G  E V E N T S  H A S
B E E N  G R E A T !  I  L O V E  H E A R I N G  W H A T  I N T E R E S T S
T H E  P E O P L E  I N  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y .  I T  H A S  B E E N  S O
W O N D E R F U L  P A R T N E R I N G  W I T H  L O C A L
B U S I N E S S E S  F O R  E V E N T S  L I K E  S E N I O R  S E R I E S ,
B O O K S  &  A  B O N F I R E ,  A N D  C H R I S T M A S  M A R K E T !  I
W I L L  R E M E M B E R  T H E S E  C O N N E C T I O N S  A N D
I N T E R E S T S  A S  I  M O V E  F O R W A R D  I N
L I B R A R Y L A N D !  

I  W I L L  B E  J U S T  A R O U N D  T H E  C O R N E R  A N D
W O U L D  L O V E  T O  S A Y  H I  I F  Y O U  S T O P  I N T O  T H E
W A V E R L Y  L I B R A R Y !  S E E  Y O U  S O O N !
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O F F I C I A L  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  S P A L D I N G
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Keep in touch, 

Meaghann 
Keep in touch, 

Meaghann 





A Note from the DirectorA Note from the Director
S M L  B O O K  F O U N D  I N  M A R T I N I Q U E

I t  w a s  a  s w e l t e r i n g  s u m m e r  d a y  a t  t h e  l i b r a r y  w h e n  I  o p e n e d  m y  e m a i l  t o
a n  o v e r f l o w i n g  i n b o x .  I  h a d  b e e n  o u t  o f  t o w n  o n  v a c a t i o n  f o r  a  f e w  d a y s .  I

w a s  f e e l i n g  r e l a x e d ,  a n d  e a g e r  t o  b e  b a c k  i n  t h e  a i r  c o n d i t i o n i n g .  T h e
b l i s t e r i n g  s u n  w a s  m e r c i l e s s ,  w i t h  t e m p s  a v e r a g i n g  i n  t h e  h i g h  9 0 s  f o r

d a y s .  O n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  d a y,  i t  w a s  o v e r  1 0 0  d e g r e e s  i n  t h e  s h a d e .

I  a l m o s t  d e l e t e d  t h e  e m a i l  w i t h o u t  r e a l l y  r e a d i n g  i t .  I  w a s  m a k i n g  q u i c k
w o r k  o f  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  m y  m e s s a g e s  a n d  t r a s h i n g  s p a m  a n d  j u n k .  I

r o u t i n e l y  g e t  a  c o u p l e  o f  t h o s e  t h a t  c o m e  f r o m  “ r e p u t a b l e  l a w  f i r m s ”  i n
f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  w h o  a r e  “ i n  s e a r c h  o f  a n  h e i r  t o  a n  u n c l a i m e d  f o r t u n e .”
Y o u  k n o w ,  t h e  k i n d  o f  e m a i l  t h a t  p r o m i s e s  y o u  m i l l i o n s  i n  e x c h a n g e  f o r  a

“ s m a l l ”  c a s h i e r ’ s  c h e c k  t o  g e t  t h e  l e g a l  b a l l  r o l l i n g .  W h e n  I  s a w  t h e  e m a i l ,
I  t h o u g h t  I  w a s  l o o k i n g  a t  o n e  o f  t h o s e .  I t  b e g a n :

D e a r  M s  R o b b i n s ,
I t ' s  a  s m a l l  w o r l d  :  I  j u s t  g o t  b a c k  f r o m  a  r e s e a r c h  t r i p  i n  J a p a n  a b o u t  

t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  L a f c a d i o  H e a r n ' s  f a s c i n a t i o n  w i t h  c r e o l e  a n d  t o d a y,  
w h i l e  v i s i t i n g  a  f r i e n d  i n  F o r t - d e - F r a n c e ,  w a s  s h o w n  a  b o o k  b y  t h a t  

w r i t e r,  t h a t  w a s  k e p t  f o r  s e v e r a l  d e c a d e s  o n  a  s h e l f  o f  t h e  
S p a l d i n g  L i b r a r y  b e f o r e  f i n d i n g  a  m y s t e r i o u s  p a t h  t o  M a r t i n i q u e .

Y o u  c a n  s e e  w h y  I  w a s  i m m e d i a t e l y  s u s p i c i o u s ,  w i t h  t h e  l i b r a r y ’ s  n a m e
b e i n g  s p e l l e d  c o r r e c t l y  ( e v e r y o n e  w a n t s  t o  a d d  a  “ u ” )  a n d  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f

a  f o r e i g n  n a m e  t h a t  I  h a v e  o n l y  t r i e d  t o  p r o n o u n c e  i n  m y  h e a d .  B u t  t h i s
e m a i l  r e f e r e n c e d  a  b o o k ,  a  v e r y  s p e c i f i c  b o o k ,  a n d  s i n c e  b o o k s  a r e  m y

b u s i n e s s ,  I  w a s  i n t r i g u e d .  I  r e a d  o n :

 B e i n g  o f  a n  i n q u i s i t i v e  n a t u r e ,  I  w o n d e r  i f  y o u  c o u l d  t e l l  m e  m o r e
p r e c i s e l y  

w h o  t h e  «  M r  J e s s e  S p a l d i n g  »  w a s ,  w h o  d o n a t e d  t h a t  b o o k  t o  y o u r
l i b r a r y.  

I  h o p e  t h e  a t t a c h e d  p i c t u r e s  w i l l  h e l p .

N o w  I  w a s  m o r e  i n t r i g u e d  a n d  e v e n  m o r e  s u s p i c i o u s .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  o t h e r
i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  e m a i l  b e s i d e s  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  s e n d e r  a n d  h i s  p o s t

s c r i p t .  

Y o u r s  S i n c e r e l y,
C h a r l e s  W .  S c h e e l

P r o f e s s o r  e m e r i t u s  o f  A m e r i c a n  l i t e r a t u r e
U n i v e r s i t é  d e s  A n t i l l e s

P S… I s  F r e n c h  t a u g h t  a t  a l l  i n  t h e  A t h e n s  S c h o o l  d i s t r i c t ?



In order to get more information, I was going to have to open attachments, which came in a separate
email originating from the same address.  I have seen too many computers succumb to viruses and go

sliding down into dark digital back alleyways to be careless. 

Best to be cautious and first search for the sender on the Internet. Sure enough, Professor Charles W.
Scheel was a real person. One look and I could see he has an honest face. 

Information about him and his works can be found here: https://univ-
antilles.academia.edu/CharlesScheel

Clearly, what I had on my hands was a mystery. A mysterious case about a book that once belonged to
the library’s collection. It was a gift from the man himself, our founder, Mr. Jesse Spalding. No doubt, it

was part of our original collection when we opened our doors in 1898. And now this book is in a
collection in the Caribbean?  Who was Jesse Spalding? the professor wanted to know. I could easily
answer that question. But more importantly, how did the book end up so far from Athens? Being a

librarian, I know something about mysteries, though they aren’t my favorite genre. I like to know who’s
who and what’s what and where every item in the library is at all times. But still, I decided to don my

detective’s fedora to try to find out.

I took a deep breath and opened the attachments. So far, so good. The digital image files were now
evidence in a classic book case.



There wasn’t much to go by. The book was a copy of Two Years in the French West Indies by
LafCadio Hearn. Another quick Internet search told me the book was probably still somewhat
valuable, as far as used books go. Being a gift from our founder, the book would have been an

invaluable gem in our collection. It’s possible that Mr. Spalding donated the book from his own
private library. Many of our original books were given by the barons of industry who were

associated with the Valley in one way or another. Or the books were given by their wives. Inside
the front cover, I could recognize that unique, swirly writing belonging to the first librarian even

without my reading glasses on. Almost all the original books have the same penmanship, the kind
that they used to teach in schools meant for proper ladies. But as to how the book came to leave

the library collection? I was as stumped as the tree that was used to make its paper. I did what any
good detective would do and kept digging.

I replied to Professor Scheel:

I cannot say for certain how your book ended up in Martinique. If you are able to 
send me an additional photo of the page in the back of the book where there 
may be a "due date" sheet mounted as well as possibly a barcode, I could do 

more research. I could at least let you know at what point it may have been taken 
from our catalog.

P. S. French is indeed taught here at Athens Area Schools.

The professor had more photos for me in a flash. It was quickly clear that there was no barcode.
And the due date page had been ripped away like the torn promises of every library book that ever
got weeded from the library’s collection. But this time, there was a clue. Handwritten in pencil was

a notation of a date. 12/3/1991. I was beginning to get the lay of the land.

Back in  the days before barcodes, books in the library collection used to be carefully tracked with a
system of paper cards and stampers. Items in the collection could be located using a catalog full of

cards sorted alphabetically by title, author, and subject, as well as its Dewey Decimal number. The card
catalog was all kept neat and tidy, everything in its place. When a book was finally “weeded”, because

no one wanted to read it, or just for being old and worn, it was discarded and stamped. All the card
catalog records for the book are pulled too, making it impossible to recover a record of them once they

are nixed. If there was a barcode, there was a hope of recovering something in the dusty nooks and
crannies of our integrated library system. With this book, that was looking more and more like a dead

end.



-Tiffany

I knew the date in the back of the book was significant though. And I had a hunch.
Luckily, I had a contact who could walk me down memory lane with the library’s
cataloging. The former librarian and I go way back to when I worked at the Sayre

Library across town. I knew she has a mind that captures details like a steel trap. Her
30 years of experience meant many different lanes to go down. 

“The penciled in date is probably the date of an inventory,” Janet Gigee told me when
I stopped in to pick her brain. 

“Okay, but when was the circulation system digitized?” I asked. 

“That would have been in the 90s,” she replied.

We put our two fedoras together and shuffled through local library history. We
decided that it was probably 1995-1996 when the books at the Spalding Library were

barcoded.  Janet then shared a theory that broke this book case wide open.

Decades ago, public libraries in Pennsylvania were in a lot of trouble. Our coffers were
running low. Some endowments, like the one that the Spalding family started for us,

were all used up. There was little state and local funding to help. A lot of us were
hurting, but the Spalding Library was somewhat lucky. We had been given a fabulous

collection of first edition books in our original catalog. And, as it happens, some of
those grand old books were worth money. So, the books got a one way ticket out of

town to a collectable book store in the area. And the library got to stay open and buy
more books.

It is a sad story that captures a time and place in the library world that just gives you a
chill. Fortunately those times are in the shadows now with stronger state and local

support for the Spalding Memorial Library and others. But mostly, the difference has
been made by support from the people who use the library and see its value. Library

patrons just like you.

I went back to the professor with the theory that closed the case on our mysterious
book. I wasn’t as sure as the shine of a streetlight on a dark and rainy night, but he was

satisfied. And so was I. I sat back in my chair and removed my hat. That was a book
that knows how to keep some secrets, I said to myself. Time to call it another day for

this librarian private eye.

By the way, the professor told me that the entire book can be found online through
the University Library  in Schoelcher, Martinique. The link is  here.

https://www.manioc.org/patrimon/HASH40423832e7422746ff4d15

 Happy Browsing.



Ready for an adventure?
Come join us at Game

Adventure Club! Be part of a
group of six players, going

on quests for the Flagstone
Heroes Guild! Our Dungeons

& Dragons campaign is
always accepting new

members. Anyone 13+ can
join, and we meet on the

second and fourth Mondays
of every month, from

5:00pm - 7:00pm. We would
love to have you join us!

Gaming at the Library!Gaming at the Library!
Game Adventure Club:Game Adventure Club:

Social Gaming Club: Social Gaming Club: 
Come hang out with us at
Social Gaming Club! Play
games from the library's

collection, or bring some of
your own! We welcome

people of all ages, though
children under 10 must be

accompanied by a guardian.
We meet on the first and

third Mondays of each
month, from 5:00pm -

7:00pm! We would all love
to see you there!



“Girl in the Creek”, by Wendy N. Wagner (Tor Publishing, 2025) is a mystery,
wrapped up in the supernatural, with a dash of science just for good measure.
 The book cover is attention-grabbing, because if we are honest, most readers

do judge a book by its cover.  A body, floating among lily pads, but also with
fungi in the form of mushrooms. Greg Ruth and Lesley Worrell (book jacket

artist and designer, respectively) get kudos for understanding the assignment.
The jacket art, combined with the simple, straightforward title has the reader

believing this is the typical mystery- young female victim found murdered in a
remote location. Until you read the first chapter.

 The main character is Erin, a young journalist drawn the small, somewhat
faded Oregon town of Faraday, searching for answers to the disappearance of

her brother five years ago. However she is not introduced until the second
chapter.  It is in the beginning of the first chapter, that the reader is introduced

to “the Strangeness” and therein lies the bait for the reader.  What is this
Strangeness? Is it a Native American spirit?  Is it demonic?  That’s the hook

that makes the reader press on. And, of course, how did the girl end up dead in
the creek?

Adult Book Review
Submitted by Cheryl Wood-Walter

Adult Book Review
Submitted by Cheryl Wood-Walter



While the reader knows from the beginning that the body is out there in the
creek, it is some time before the victim plays a role in the story. Instead, the

author weaves her tale around Erin, filling in the background to understand her
emotional state over the loss of her brother who went missing five years ago.
The reason for Erin’s trip is two-fold. She is in the town of Faraday to write a

feature article for a travel magazine, but her true motive for taking the
assignment is to get answers about her missing brother who was last seen in

Faraday. Erin’s co-worker Hari comes along as well to keep Erin company and
do his own research for his missing persons podcast. So, a dual-mystery, if you
will. But, as Erin and Hari and their newly made acquaintances soon learn, the

town itself has its share of secrets. The dense Oregon forest helping hide the
secret of other missing persons and securing a place for the Strangeness to

thrive. 
For the reader who has never visited Oregon or the Pacific Northwest, the

author gives some necessary understanding of Oregon’s geography, climate,
logging, and mining histories. As Erin explores the last locations where her

brother travelled, the reader will also get schooled in or reminded of high school
biology lessons, which become essential to the story. 

Erin’s quest for answers and closure over her brother’s disappearance, as well
as the other people gone missing, lead her, Hari, and a few citizens of Faraday

to come to an unexpected and terrifying realization. 
If you like mysteries, but also like the twist of a thriller, this mash-up of genres,

“The Girl in the Creek” may be to your liking. 

Honor a special day by supporting the

Library! 
Your gift of $100 provides: 

Dynamic Educational Programs

Events for People of All Ages

Outreach to Care Centers for Children and Seniors

Access to Print and Digital materials for Lifelong

Learning

Honor a special day by supporting the
Library! 

Your gift of $100 provides: 

Dynamic Educational Programs
Events for People of All Ages

Outreach to Care Centers for Children and Seniors
Access to Print and Digital materials for Lifelong

Learning



Join the Excitement!
 We have a Book CLUB FOR

YOU!  

Join the Excitement!
 We have a Book CLUB FOR

YOU!  

117 118

YA Book Club - Love reading YA Books? We have the book club for
you! Join Thomas on the second Tuesday of each month from 5-7PM.

The group will talk about what they are currently reading and
suggestions for other members!

1PM Book Club -  The 1pm Book Club normally meets every 3rd
Thursday of the month. In November the group will be discussing

The Summer Wives by Beatriz Williams. All are welcome! If you would
like a copy of the book or have questions call 570-888-7117!

6PM Book Club - The 6pm book club meets every third Thursday of
the month. The November theme is “A Number in the Title”. You can
choose any Fiction or Non-Fiction book to discuss at the meeting. If
you have any questions or would like to join the club, call 570-888-

7117!

Tales & Tails Book Club - Tales and Tails is a new book club for kids
who love animals! Join us to discuss animal-themed books, eat

popcorn, and do related activities. Selected titles are
recommended for ages 8-12, but older and younger children

interested in reading the books are welcome to attend. we will
discuss Because of the Rabbit by Cynthia Lord to discuss at our

November meeting. 
Comic Book Club - Join us at the Spalding Memorial Library's Comic

Book Club, to talk about your favorite comics, manga, anime, and
movies! We meet on the 4th Tuesday of every month, from 5:30pm-

7:30pm. We would love to see you there! Ages 16+ 



Come Have Fun at the

Library!

Come Have Fun at the
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Storytimes

Fridays

10AM & 11AM

Play with

building blocks

after the 11AM
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If you are interested in submitting

Newsletter content please contact the

Library at smlibrary724@gmail.com

Thank you! 

If you are interested in submitting
Newsletter content please contact the

Library at smlibrary724@gmail.com
Thank you! 

Library Hours Library Hours 
Monday-Thursday 

Noon-8PM 
Friday 9AM-3PM  

Saturday  9AM-4PM

Need new recipes?
Head to our

website to explore
with your library

card! 

NEW HOOPLA LIMITS!NEW HOOPLA LIMITS!
Daily Price Cap is in

effect! If you can’t

check out a material

try again at midnight!

Daily Price Cap is in
effect! If you can’t

check out a material
try again at midnight!

Want to learn more
about the United

States? Head to our
website and enter

your login
information.


